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NEWS RELEASE

2009 Justice Achievement Award

The Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas has been named as the recipient of The National
Association for Court Management’s 2009 Justice Achievement Award for its Residential
Mortgage Foreclosure Diversion Pilot Program. This is the second award the Court has received
for the program, after being awarded The Mid-Atlantic Association for Court Management’s
John Neufeld Award in 2008. Designed to provide court intervention in residential owner
occupied mortgage foreclosure cases, the program involves early identification of suitable
properties and diverts those cases to credit counselors and pro bono attorneys for possible
interest rate renegotiation, loan restructuring, or other settlement options prior to foreclosure.

The program has attracted judges and lawyers from other states and counties who are
interested in duplicating its success. It has been recognized by The Wall Street Journal and The
New York Times and praised by media outlets including Good Day Philadelphia, The Today Show,
The Philadelphia Inquirer and The Philadelphia Daily News.

The National Association for Court Management’s Justice Achievement Award was established
to publicly recognize courts and related organizations for meritorious projects and exemplary
accomplishments that enhance the administration of justice and can be replicated in other
jurisdictions.



